
Georgia Okeefe painting



1. Open photoshop
2. Create a new letter 

sized file. It can be 
landscape or 
portrait orientation

3. Find a  picture with 
good quality of a 
small thing like a 
flower or insect. 
Something that we 
can view in Macro 
and see it from a 
different point of 
view.  

4. Edit> paste
5. Edit >Free 

transform
6. Scale the image up 

so that three sides 
of the paper 
touches or extends 
past the flower.   



Now use the crop 
tool and zoom in 
even further 
making it a 
Intimate/ close up 
view. 



A suggestion

If your background is very busy or is distracting from the main 
subject consider deleting it and just adding a solid color or 
gradient.  This is not required but can be helpful



Prep your image before you begin to paint

Enhance the colors

1. image> 
adjustments> 
hue and 
saturation

2. Image > 
adjustments > 
color balance



Enhance the value and 
contrast

1. image> 
adjustments> 
brightness and 
contrast



To make the 
image really 
pop! 

1. image> 
adj> 
vibrance



1. Duplicate your layer 2 times
a. One layer will be the 

photo reference layer
b. One will be a cutout 

filter layer
c. One will be black and 

white
2. Change one of the new layer 

to black and white
a. Image> adj> black 

and white
3. Change the other layer to a 

cutout
a. Filter> Filter gallery> 

cutout
4. Add a new BLANK layer on 

top
a. This will be your 

painting layer….DO 
NOT PAINT ON 
EITHER BLACK AND 
WHITE LAYER OR 
THE REFERENCE 
LAYER 



Step one painting: block in your
Colors.  Flat colored shapes 

1. Toggle off the black and 
white layer so you can see 
the colored photo beneath

2. Using your paint brush (B) 
with 100 percent opacity 
paint the colors on the top 
layer.

a. To source the color 
press ALT to get the 
eyedropper tool

b. Let go of alt when 
you have your color 
sourced

c. Click to begin 
painting

3. In the brush option you can 
change the diameter or the 
brush and change the 
hardness of the brush to 
100.  



Blending, by far, is the most important thing you need to know in order to paint

The Do's

● Do: Vary the settings for Hardness/Opacity based on 
what the painting needs.

● Do: Study the difference between painting with a 
"hard" or "soft" edged brush.

● Do: Use "heavier" brushes (50–100% Opacity) for 
blocking in colors, the main painting, and finishing 
details.

● Do: Use "lighter" brushes (0–50% Opacity) for 
smoothing out details, adding atmosphere (like 
smoke/fog), and softening textures.

The Don'ts

● Don't: Get stuck making an entire painting on one setting (for 
Hardness/Opacity).

● Don't: Use Soft Brushes for details that need clean edges.
● Don't: Forget to keep blending!
● And Don't: Give up!

How you "blend" is to color pick two colors next to each 
other and overlap them with more and more opaque 
layers. Essentially, the Eyedropper Tool becomes the right 
hand man to the Brush Tool during this process. Continue 
these steps until your colors are all blended together. 

Step two: blend your painted colors



There are two basic option for blending

1. Use a regular paint brush on a lower opacity like 20 with soft edges and 
overlap different colors and shades to blend your blocked colors

2. Use a mixer brush with will have a flow and opacity .  this tool aims to mimic 
really traditional painting where an artist would load they brush with a paint 
and then drag it on a canvas through wet paint.  The paint from the brush will 
mix with the paint of canvas



Paint with the form. Do not 
scribble scrabble and drawing 
wildly and erratically around. It 
will muddle the painting and 
loose the shape/ form of your 
object 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EfQNadGEPBU


There are 
two option 
to blending.

First option 
is to overlap 
colors with 
a lower 
opacity



The other 
option for 
blending 
is  the 
mixer 
brush tool



Change the 
type of brush in 
the brush 
options and 
change the 
settings at the 
top



Continue to blend and smooth until you’ve achieved a finished painting.  Please 
save and export the final as a JPEG to hand into google classroom.


