
Keith haring Project 
Mrs Ras



Go to illustrator

1. Create> 
new

2. Choose a 
letter sized 
paper from 
under the 
print section



Once your document is open let's set up the workspace 
Please note my whole tutorial is in essential classic

windows> workplace> essentials classic



Open up your layers  window> layers

1. Choose the 
rectangle shape 
tool

2. Choose a black 
fill

3. Create a large 
rectangle the size 
of the paper.



Just like keith haring we are going to create characters in 
MOTION

1. Lock black 
layer and 
add a new 
layer

2. Choose the 
line 
segment 
tool

3. Draw a 
stick figure 
that in 
movement  



Now that we have 
the gesture lets 
create the body 
shape
1. Choose the pen tool

a. Set up your pen tool with 
a white stroke and no fill

2. Begin to outline around 
the stick figure 

a. Remember to click, hold 
and drag to create curved 
lines

b. Also this is a closed 
shape so where you start 
you must end 



1. Using your select tool 
click on the outline you 
drew and then give it a 
colored fill 

2. Now choose choose 
your direct selection 
tool and sculpt your 
shape by clicking on 
individual anchor point 
and dragging them 



1. Once you are 
happy with the 
shape use 
your selection 
tool to drag the 
character off 
the page ( just 
for now)



Ok now lets 
make the second 
moving character
1. Use the line segment 

tool and create a stick 
figure in movement

2. Then use the pen tool 
with only a stroke to 
draw a path around 
the stick figure



Delete the stick 
figure lines

Use your selection 
tool and select each 
stick line, then press 
delete



1. Use your selection tool 
and select the outline of 
the figure

2. Change the fill to a 
color

3. Use your direct 
selection tool to sculpt 
the shape  by selecting 
individual anchor points 
and dragging them 



1. Once you are 
happy with the 
character 
move the 
character into 
the gray

2. Draw your last 
characters 
stick figure

a. Using the 
line 
segment 
tool like 
before



1. Use your pen 
tool to draw a 
outside path 
around the 
stick figure

2. Then using 
your selection 
tool, select 
and delete 
the stick 
figure lines



Arrange the characters on the page

1. Choose 
the 
selection 
tool

2. Click and 
drag each 
character 
onto the 
page.  
Make 
sure to fill 
up the 
space



Recolor each of the characters to be really bright and 
colorful

1. Choose your 
selection tool

2. Click on a 
character

3. Choose a 
colored fill

4. Repeat for all 
the characters



Style the stroke

1. Choose your 
selection tool

2. Click on a 
character

3. Make sure the 
stroke color is 
white

4. Increase the size
5. Change the line 

profile 



Keith haring used 
symbols along with his 
playful characters to 
spread awareness and 
meaning.  
We are going to add at least two 
symbols that help tell a narrative 
or spread awareness.  



Find symbols

Go find pictures of a 
symbol.  Try to search for 
vector images/ or 
silhouettes 

Right click> copy image



1. Lock the 
character layers

2. Add a new layer
3. edit> paste 
4. Click on image 

with selection 
tool

5. Then choose 
the image trace 
button from the 
top from the 
screen 



1. Open the image 
trace settings

2. Open the advanced 
options

3. Choose black and 
white mode

4. Click on the ignore 
white

5. Play with the 
threshold until you 
like the shapes 

6. Press expand
7. You can close the 

image trace window 
now



1. Drag the symbol layer 
under the other 
character layers, but 
above the black layer

2. Use the selection tool
3. Click and drag the 

symbols onto the page
4. Scale them and position 

them so that they  create 
good positive and 
negative space

5. Change the color of the 
fill of each symbol

6. Give each symbol a 
white stroke too



1. Lock the symbol 
layer

2. Add a new layer
3. Drag the new 

layer to the top



1.Choose your pencil tool ( it 
is grouped with the shape 
builder tool.  Just click and 
hold to find the pencil) 

If you double click on the 
tool you can adjust the 
setting of the tool like 
smoothing!

2. Choose a white stroke

3. Start to draw some action 
lines like Keith haring 
around your characters and 
symbols



1. Choose the 
selection tool 
and select your 
lines

2. Change the 
size of the 
stroke 

3. Change the 
width profile



1.Lock the action line layer

2.Add a new layer

3.Choose your pencil tool

4.Begin to draw echo lines

5. You are going to drawing 
echo lines of the forms and 
doodling around the page.  As 
the lines hit into one another 
you will have to choose to 
merge or go underneath 
objects.. 



Continue to draw and 
fill up the background 
with echo line 
designs



Once you have drawn 
your lines move this 
layer to under the 
symbols layer



Now we are going add 
patterns into the 
shapes created by your 
echo lines

These patterns can be 
anything you can draw 
with line using the 
pencil or pen tool 

Make sure to use a 
white stroke



Fill up the page with PATTERNS

Then you are done!


