
Typography Collage
Mrs ras



Open a new 
“letter sized” file 
in photoshop

Create 
new>print> letter



Window> workplace> 
essential classics

Choose the T (text) tool

Click and drag to create the 
box to which you will be 
typing into



Choose one of 
your initials and 
type that letter. 

Using the text tool 
highlight your 
letter so that we 
can start editing it.



Choose the type 
size and  type in a 
large number .. try 
300 or 400



Change the font
While we plan the 
tweak the shape of the 
letter to create a 
unique font, start with a 
font that feels “close” to 
what you want

Consider the “feeling” 
you want, serious, 
funny, silly, decadent. 
These can feeling will 
help you pick a font



Open the 
“character” 
window and 

apply bold and 
adjust the 

sizes of the # 



Choose the 
selection tool 
and click on 
your letter to 
select it and 

then….

Type>create 
outlines

This will turn 
your font into 

a vectored 
shape ready 

to be 
manipulated 

and 
designed!



Next 
choose 

your 
“direct 

selection 
tool” 

This tool will 
allow you to 

“directly” select 
each anchor 

point 
individually



Choose a 
anchor 
point

Click and 
drag the 
anchor 
point to 
alter the 

shapes of 
the letter



Tweak the 
shape of 

the letter to 
make it 

your own.  
Consider 
adding 

rounder or 
sharper 
edges



Once you 
are happy

Choose 
again the 
Selection 

tool
And click to 
select the 

letter

Edit> copy



Open 
photoshop

Create > new
Print> letter



Edit> paste

Paste in as 
a pixels



edit> 
transform or 

control T

Fill the page 
and place it 

where it 
looks and is 
displayed 

good



Think of a 
abjective 
that starts 
with the 

letter that 
you 

created.  
Ex. Rebel



edit> paste



Select the 
background 
and delete 

it



Scale the image 
and place image 

approximately 
where you want the 

pictures to be on 
the letter



Use all the 
transform 

tool to 
help fit the 

picture

Edit<trans
form> 
distort



Duplicate 
the letter 

layer 
Right click 

on the 
layer> 

duplicate 
the layer 



Make sure 
that picture 
layer on top 
of the letter 

layer

Right click on 
the pic layer 

> create 
clipping mask



Review for image
Are there any parts of 

the picture that you 
wish to be visible

 
For example his face



Right click on the 
clipping mask layer> 

release clipping 
mask

Using the quick 
selection tool on the 
picture layer select 

the parts u wish 
were visible when 
clipping masked

I select the face and 
part of his upper 

body



Click on 
the letter 

layer 
right 

below

And then 
choose 

the paint 
bucket 

tool



Using your eye 
dropper by 

pressing ALT

Select the 
color of your 

letter and then 
fill the selected 
area with that 

color



Continue to fill the an 
other area by selecting 
parts of the picture and 
then filling the letter in 

with the paint bucket tool



Re apply 
the clipping 
mask of the 
picture to 
the newly 

altered 
letter



Continue to 
collage in and 
clipping mask 

items to further 
your illustration of 

your adjective

Try adding a 
background



Continue to add 
more pieces to 
complete your work

Collage at least 4 or 
more pictures in a 
illustrative and 
cohesive manner



Consider changing/ 
playing with the layer 
mode of you pasted 

layer



Change the 
colors so 
that they 

match the 
overall look 

and feel

Image> 
adjustment> 

vibrancy

Make sure 
to do it to all 

layers



Change the 
colors so 
that they 

match the 
overall look 

and feel

Image> 
adjustment> 

color 
balance

Make sure 
to do it to all 

layers



Add a 
clarifying 

filter

Make sure 
to keep it 
consistent 
throughout 
all layers



Add a background that compliments the  illustration



Double 
click on 

the letter 
layer and 

add a 
drop 

shadow 





Select 
all 

layer 
and 
the 

right 
click 
and 

merge 
layers



Using 
the pen 

tool

Click 
and 

drag to 
create a 

curve 



Choose the 
text tool

Hover over the 
path  and click 
on it to type on 

the path!





Double 
click on 
the type 

layer 
and add 

some 
layer 
styles 

like drop 
shadow 


