
Linocut Style Graphics



Catlett once said that the purpose of her work was to “present black 
people in their beauty and dignity for ourselves and others to understand 
and enjoy.”
As a sculptor and printmaker, Catlett blended 
figurative and abstract traditions with social 
concerns.  She wanted to product important 
artwork that highlighted and spoke to 
empowerment of ppl. She was interested in the 
idea of printmaking as it was a medium that could 
reach and impact a wide audience.  

In celebration of Mrs Catlett’s art and her 
important messages we are going to create a 
portrait of someone you believe to be 
“IMPORTANT” or Someone whom deserves to 
highlighted and celebrated like Mrs Elizabeth 
Catlett

Choose a High Resolution photographic Portrait 
of a person who fits that Important description.  

Right click > copy image



Part one: prepping our image in photoshop

Create a 
Letter sized 
File

Edit> paste

Edit> free 
transform 



Using a selection tool 
of your choosing, 
select and then 
delete the 
background



select> deselect

image> adj> 
brightness and 
contrast



Now i know 
my image is 
already 
black and 
white, but 
just in case 
yours isnt 

Image> 
adjustment > 
black and 
white



Enhance the 
contrast with 
curve

Image> adj> 
curves



Find and copy a large 
res black and white 
radial gradient



Edit> paste

edit> free transform

Overlap the white part 
where the natural 
highlights are in your 
portrait

Change the layer mode 
to Layer burn

You can lower opacity if 
it helps 



By holding 
shift select 
both the 
portrait layer 
and the 
gradient layer

Right click> 
merge layers



layer> duplicate 
layer



Now we are going to 
shape down the top 
layer.. There are two 
ways to do this

1) image> 
adjustment> 
posterize and 
choose 4 or less

2) Image adjustment 
> threshold 

You want to see clear 
black shapes for the 
shadows.. These will be 
the primary structure for 
your artwork so having 
enough detail is important 



Copy each layer and paste them into a letter sized 
illustrator file

select> all

Edit copy



edit> paste 

Both layers in

You will need the 
cutout layer and 
the photo layer for 
reference

Once both layers 
add a new layer 
for tracing 



Using your pencil 
tool trace around 
the black shapes 
to create shapes.

Do not worry 
about getting all of 
it in one tracing … 
you can do smaller 
shapes that when 
they are filled will 
overlap and 
resemble a layer 
shape (like leggos)



Continue to trace and 
fill with black all of the 
shadows until you get 
a stencil looking 
graphic that resemble 
your person.

Now lock that layer

Add a new layer

Still using the pencil 
tool change the 
stroke to white



You will need 
the 
photograph 
layer visible 
now

And will 
need to 
toggle off the 
cut out layer 
and your 
tracing layer



Now where 
there are 
medium tones 
in the shadow 
areas begin to 
add short little 
contour line 
strokes with the 
pencil tool 



Trace a series 
of them 



Select > all

Change the 
width profile 
to a width 
profile one



Toggle off 
the photo 
and the 
stencil back 
on … now 
you should 
be able to 
see the 
linocut style 
linwork on 
top of your 
shadows 



Now continue around 
your portrait adding 
lines and changing 
the width profile

The idea is to 
embody the style of 
linocuts and help add 
detail back into your 
portrait with these 
pattern of lines



Once 
you 
have 
done 
enough 
to 
convey 
details 
and 
style 
you can 
be 
done 



Last step 

Add a layer above 

Create a colored 
rectangle that fills the 
entire page

In the transparency 
window change the layer 
mode to darken and 
change the opacity if you 
like

Now you are done!!!

Export as> jpeg or png


