
Surreal Clipping masks



Choose a portrait picture ( that you 
took) to which you think you can 
replace an object or person with a 
background image or a pattern 
background.. Something different

Open the the image in photoshop



Select > select all

Edit> copy merge

File> new

Create a new letter sized 
file

Edit> paste

Edit > Free Transform



Enhance the color and 
exposure of the photo.

Image> image ADJ> 



Using a selection 
tool of your choice 
ie Quick selection 
tool or the lassos 

Select the contour 
of the area that 
you will want to 
replace 

Then click on the 
selection and 
maks button 



Enhance the 
the selection 

The press ok



edit> copy

edit> paste

Make sure the new 
layer that was made 
from the pasting is on 
top of the other



Find a picture 
(no this does not 
have you your 
own but extra 
points if it is) a 
background, 
sky, texture or 
pattern pics are 
a good option

Copy the image

Edit> paste



Make sure 
this layer is 
on top

Edit> free 
Transfrom

Make the 
image the 
size and 
place to 
cover the 
pasted 
selection



Right click on the 
background/ sky/ 
texture/pattern layer 

Choose the Create Clipping 
mask



Now that it is 
placed in use your 
edit Transform 
options to make 
sure it “feels” right. 



To make sure the 
shadows 
correspond to 
your pasted in 
clipping mask 
change the layer 
mode to hard 
light



Paste in another 
image that 
enhances the 
visual story.  

Erase out the 
background



Select the 
original 
picture layer



Using a selection 
tool of your choice 
ie Quick selection 
tool or the lassos 

Select the contour 
of the area that you 
will want to replace 



Edit> copy 

Edit > pate



Now drag 
your new 
layer up 
right 
under the 
your 
pasted 
image



Right click in the layer about 
and then Create Clipping 
mask



Back on the 
original 
layer use 

Image> 
adj> color 
balance 
and 
enhance 
the colors 
to match 
your new 
photos



Delete the 
background

And paste in a 
new 
background at 
the bottom of 
your layers



Paste in a 
new gradient 
background 
image on top 
of your layer 
list.  Resize 
the image to 
that it fills the 
entire frame



Change the 
layer mode of 
this top layer so 
that you can 
see through it 
and it enhances 
the image. 



Hold shift and select all 
layer

Right click> merge 
layers






